SIR   WALTER   SCOTT
The Talisman

SIR WALTER SCOTT (1771-1832), who was born in Edinburgh,
was trained as a lawyer and became a sheriff. His chief interests
were literary and antiquarian. His first literary work was
poetical, for example, The Lay of the Last Minstrel (1805)
and Marmion (1808). In 1814 he wrote Waverley, and so
gave rise to the wonderful series called the Waverley Novels.
The following passage is from The Taliman (1825), a tale
of the Third Crusade. The hero of the story is a disguised
Scottish knight, who calls himself Sir Kenneth, but who is
really the Earl of Huntingdon, a member of the Scottish
royal family. By a series of mischances Sir Kenneth falls
into disgrace and is dismissed from the service of King
Richard. However, he returns in the disguise of a Nubian,
or negro slave; and the extract shows how he restores himself
to Richard's favour.
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